
 

 

 

2024 Melva J. Dwyer Award Winner 

Wendat Women’s Arts by Annette W. de Stecher 

April 4, 2024. Wendat Women’s Arts, a groundbreaking study in Indigenous art histories, was 

presented with the 33rd annual Melva J. Dwyer Award by the Canada Chapter of the Art 

Libraries Society of North America (ARLIS/NA). Written by Annette W. de Stecher, the book was 

published in 2022 by McGill-Queen’s University Press. The Dwyer jurors selected Wendat 

Women’s Arts out of 22 publications on art, architecture, and museum studies from across 

Canada. 

 

For centuries, women artists of the Wendat First Nation of Wendake in Quebec have 

created artworks of intricate design and complex meaning in moosehair and quill 

embroidery. Their work records and transmits ancestral knowledge across generations of 

artists and remains a vibrant and important practice today … Wendat Women’s Arts is the 

first book to bring together a full history of the Wendat embroidery art form. Annette de 

Stecher challenges the historical anonymity of Indigenous women artists by arguing for 

their central role in community history and ceremony. Through their art, these women 

played an important part in the diplomatic strategies that advanced the sovereignty of 

their nation, work that was an extension of their position of authority in their families and 

clans. – Wendat Women's Arts, back cover. 
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“I explore both the imagery that women produced and women's egalitarian status in Wendat 

society in the period prior to and during early contact, together with the role of women and 

their arts in economic development and diplomatic relations,” writes de Stecher (p. 10). 

Well researched and beautifully illustrated, this book fills a critical gap in our art historical 

understanding of Wendat embroidery, an art form long neglected because it was considered as 

craft. De Stecher’s important research emphasizes the role of women and the place of Wendat 

artistry in the cultural heritage of Wendake, opening a door for scholars, learners and members 

of the public to walk toward greater understanding of the significant contributions of Indigenous 

women artists, and can contribute toward a greater understanding and recognition of the past 

and future cultural heritage of all Indigenous peoples.   

Annette de Stecher is Associate Professor, Critical Museology, Visual Arts of America at the 

College of Art and Sciences, University of Colorado Boulder. She holds a Ph.D. from Carleton 

University. Her teaching and research focus on histories of integrated visual arts across cultures 

and politics of representation, with a special interest in women’s histories and critical museology. 

Honorable mentions 

Many of the 22 books nominated for this year’s Melva J. Dwyer fill a gap in our knowledge of 

underrepresented cultures and art practices and, for their exemplary research, the jury awarded 

honorable mentions to:   

 

Michele Hardy, Timothy Long, and Julia Krueger, ed., 
Prairie Interlace: Weaving, Modernisms, and the 
Expanded Frame, 1960-2000, University of Calgary 
Press, 2023. 

 

Tammy Gaber, Beyond the Divide: A Century of 

Canadian Mosque Design, McGill-Queen’s University 

Press, 2022. 
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Liv Valmestad, Vice-President/President-elect, ARLIS/NA, presented the Melva J. Dwyer Award. 

Pierre B. Landry was the 2024 ARLIS/NA Melva J. Dwyer Award Sub-Committee Chair, and jury 

members were Mary Gordon, Liv Valmestad, and Christine Walde. 

The Melva J. Dwyer Award was established in recognition of the contribution made to the field 

of art librarianship by Melva Dwyer, former head of the Fine Arts Library, University of British 

Columbia. It is given to the creators of exceptional reference or research tools relating to 

Canadian art and architecture. Dwyer was a champion of the arts and of art librarianship who 

mentored a generation of ARLIS/NA colleagues. 

 

2024 Melva J. Dwyer Award Nominees 

Amos, Robert. E. J. Hughes: Life at the Lake. Touchwood Editions, 2023. 

Bennett, Melissa, Greg Hill, and David Penney. Shelley Niro: 500 Year Itch. Art Gallery of 

Hamilton, 2023. 

Bovey, Patricia. Western Voices in Canadian Art. University of Manitoba Press, 2023. 

Cutler, Randy Lee, and Ingrid Koenig. Leaning Out of Windows: An Art and Physics Collaboration. 

Figure 1 with Occasional Press, in collaboration with Emily Carr University of Art + Design, 

2023. 

de Stecher, Annette W.. Wendat Women’s Arts. McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2022. 

Devine, Bonnie, Sarah Milroy, and John Geoghegan. Early Days: Indigenous Art from the 

McMichael. Figure 1 and the McMichael Canadian Art Collection, 2023. 

Gaber, Tammy. Beyond the Divide: A Century of Canadian Mosque Design. McGill-Queen’s 

University Press, 2022. 

Hardy, Michele, Timothy Long, and Julia Krueger (eds.). Prairie Interlace: Weaving, Modernisms, 

and the Expanded Frame, 1960-2000. University of Calgary Press, 2023. 

Kalman, Harold, and Robin Ward. Exploring Vancouver: Ten Tours of the City and its Buildings. 

Fifth Edition, Harbour Publishing, 2023. 

Keshavjee, Serena (ed.). The Art of Ectoplasm: Encounters with Winnipeg’s Ghost Photographs. 

University of Manitoba Press, 2023. 

Koval, Anne. Mary Pratt: A Love Affair with Vision. Goose Lane Editions, 2023. 

Latour, John. Who Was Who Was Who in Canadian Contemporary Art/Qui était qui était qui dans 

l’art contemporain canadien. Artexte, 2023. 

Lauder, Adam. Variable Conditions: Para-computational Arts in Canada, 1965-1995. McGill-

Queen’s University Press, 2023. 
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McMaster, Gerald, and Nina Vincent. Arctic/Amazon: Networks of Global Indigeneity. Goose Lane 

Editions, 2023. 

Milroy, Sarah. Jewish Life in Canada: William Kurelek. Goose Lane Editions and the McMichael 

Canadian Art Collection, 2023. 

Milroy, Sarah. Tom Thomson: North Star. Goose Lane Editions and McMichael Canadian Art 

Collection, 2023. 

Nanibush, Wanda, and Georgiana Uhlyarik. Moving the Museum: Indigenous + Canadian Art at 

the AGO. Goose Lane Editions and the Art Gallery of Ontario, 2023. 

Osborne, John, and Peter Smeaton. Out of the Studio: The Photographic Innovations of Charles 

and John Smeaton at Home and Abroad. McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2022. 

Papararo, Jenifer (ed.). Supplement 7: Joar Nango: Uncle Doug’s Fishing Shack. Fillip with Art 

Gallery of York University and Plug In ICA, 2023. 

Parke-Taylor, Michael (ed.). Some Magnetic Force: Lionel LeMoine FitzGerald Writings. Concordia 

University Press, 2023. 

Payne, Carol, Beth Greenhorn, Deborah Kigjugalik Webster, and Christina Williamson (eds.). 

Atiqput: Inuit Oral History and Project Naming. McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2022. 

Shields, Caroline. Cassatt–McNicoll: Impressionists Between Worlds. Goose Lane Editions and the 

Art Gallery of Ontario, 2023. 

 


